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ABSTRACT  

The role of public servants in nation building cannot be underestimated in any society but when 

their wellbeing is compromised, the attendant consequences affect the performance pace of 

development. The national assembly’s role in Nigerian external relations was to ensure good image 

of the nation across the globe, and foster relationship between Nigerian and other nations, 

economically, socially and politically, Europe, Asia, etc. it Is on this basis that the study examined 

the role of national assembly in Nigeria external relations. The study adopted 

intergovernmentalism as its theoretical framework while survey research design was adopted to 

sample the opinions from the population within and around Abuja metropolis and the national 

assembly who has knowledge on international relations. Questionnaires and key participant 

interview served as the primary source of data collection while journals, textbooks, government 

publication newspapers etc. were part of the secondary source. The study found that National 

Assembly has been able to mitigate certain challenges associated to Nigerian’s living in diaspora 

as relate to their wellbeing and economic relations. The study recommends amongst other that: the 

effective participation of the national assembly in Nigeria’s external relations is essential for the 

effectiveness of diplomacy and the role played by the national assembly should be redefined so as 

to make them live up to expectations.  
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                                                             INTRODUCTION  

No nation can live in isolation all nations need the support of one another, socially economically 

and politically. It is the duty of representative body to look diligently into every affair of 

government and to talk much about what it sees. The legislature is meant to be the eyes and the 

voice of the citizens and to embody the wisdom and will of its constituent. The imperativeness of 

an of active legislature as an essential component of democracy in the 21st century has been 

recognized worldwide. It is perhaps for this reason that greater expectation is placed on the 

legislature to serve as an institution of restraint on the executive arm of 'government and an arena 

for crystallising popular participation in the broad governmental process. This defining feature of 

the legislature draws heavily from the relatively early influential and largely celebrated views of 

James Madison and Woodrow Wilson (Okanya, 2009).  

Oversight function of the legislature as a case in point relates to the role of providing effective 

checks and balancing as well ensuring Nigerian has good relation with the global world, ensure 

effective implementation of government policies on external relations.  

 A treaty on the other hand is like a contract which expresses agreement between states and between 

states and other actors in the international system that creates legally binding rights and obligations 

for its parties (Harrington 2005). Treaties are usually concluded with the expectation that parties 

to the treaty would faithfully observe its obligations in good faith. In international law, this is 

expressed in the Latin maxim pacta sunt servanda, as codified in article 26 of the Vienna 

Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969. However, due to increasing global interrelationship and 

interdependency, treaties have not only become an important source of law, but indispensable 

means by which states formalize their external relations (Christopher, 2017).  

 Nigeria is a signatory to the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969, and in pursuit of her 

foreign policy have since independence been a signatory to a number of international treaties. The 

1999 Constitution (as Amended) locate treaty making powers within the jurisdictional purview of 

the Federal Government. As Nwabueze in Olutoyin (2014). Rightly notes the President, as the 

Chief Executive of the Federal Government is designated head of state… with the consequences 

that all his legally, relevant international acts are considered to be acts of his state… it comprises 
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in substance chiefly; reception and mission of diplomatic agents and consults, conclusion of 

international treaties, declaration of wars (Olutoyin 2014).  

The internal dynamics and external relations of the legislature with other arms of government as 

well as other stakeholders in the lawmaking business go a long way in determining its 

effectiveness. The outcome of legislative performance is a combination of how the legislature is 

organized internally in terms legislative framework and its external relations. All over the world, 

there is semblance of legislative framework, institutional configuration and external relations of 

the legislatures with few variations. These variations are as a result of different socio-political and 

economic background of the countries.   

Most African democracies tailored their legislative framework along the experiences of some 

western democracies especially those who had political history with them. In the case of Nigeria, 

the legislative framework was hitherto a mirror of the British experience until 1966 when 

democratic rule was truncated by the first military coup. Upon restoration of democratic rule in 

1979, the country switched to presidential system dropping the Britain-like parliament for the  

United States' model (Bakare e’tal, 2018). In light of the forgoing that the study is set out to 

examine the roles of National Assembly in Nigerian External Relations.  

Research Question  

What role has the national assembly in Nigeria external relations?  

Objective   

Examines the role played by the national assembly in Nigerian external relation.  

Proposition  

The performance of national assembly’s external relations has been effective.  

Conceptual Clarification Foreign Policy the concept of foreign policy has been a huge one as 

there are avalanche of definitions by scholars of international relations on the subject matter. This 

is because these various definitions are guided by the perceptions and perspectives of scholars; but 

for easy understanding attempt would be made to extrapolates some simple but vital definitions of 

the subject matter (Agaba and Emmanuel, 2015).  

 According to (Philippe, 2007), Foreign Policy revolves around the redefining of state roles in the 

international system. The concept of foreign policy has been widely used in sociology and 
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Anthropology. Its application in political science has largely focus on an attempts to understand 

the domestic behavior of individual state (Philippe, 2007).  

Foreign policy is centered around who is in charge, that is those in control of power (government) 

and deciding how is governed. Hence, Nigeria relates to other countries across the globe, 

furthermore, that on many occasions domestic foreign policy usually tourn out to be foreign policy 

and vis-à-vis foreign policy becomes domestic policy (Adeniji, 2018).  

Diplomacy  

As a result of the interdependent of nations within the global system, this is premised on the fact 

that no country can claim to be self-reliant and self-sufficient, the need for relation amongst Nation 

States have therefore become imperative. The expression of this inter-relation could be in the form 

of bilateral or multilateral cooperation either in the area of commerce, agriculture, industry, 

technology, military hardware/pacts just to mention but a few (Sale Dauda, 2017).   

 Democracy   

Democracy: The origin of the concept of democracy is traceable to the Greeks. To them, “Demos” 

means “People” while “Kratos” means “Government/to rule”. Appadorai (1975), defines 

democracy as “a system of government under which the people exercise the governing power 

either directly or through representatives periodically elected by them”. Sahari (1965) is of the 

opinion that democracy is “the power of the people and the people and the rule of the people”. In 

a nutshell, in a democracy, the people are an important feature because they have the right to elect 

leaders who hold the government in trust and are accountable to them on a periodical basis (Salami, 

2015).  

Democratization  

As the twentieth century ends, elected officials govern more countries than at any previous time in 

human history. Transitions to democracy have occurred with surprising frequency during the past 

20 years, and a great deal has been written on the subject by enthusiastic and intrigued observers. 

It is observed in the third wave of democratization, that 85 authoritarian regimes have ended. These 

transitions have resulted in 30 surviving and mostly quite stable democracies (not including 

democracies in some of the new states created as a consequence of regime change); 9 democracies 

that lasted only a very short time before being overthrown; 8 cases in which there have been 
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elections and leadership changes but in which either democracy appears very unstable or important 

groups are excluded from competition; 4 descents into warlordism; and 34 new authoritarian 

regimes, (Barbra, 1999).  

    

Empirical Literature    

Scholars have extensively written about external relations of the national assembly. For instance, 

Kpah Lekie (2020) study ‘the roles and importance of organs of external relations in diplomacy, 

the study found out that Diplomacy remains a government’s process of communicating with 

foreign publics in an endeavor to bring about understanding for its nation’s needs and ideals, its 

culture and institutions and its national goals and current policies. Arowosagbe and Akomolafe (2016) 

‘the foreign relations powers of the Nigerian national assembly’ The articulation and execution of 

foreign relations policies are no doubt responsibilities that fall squarely within the legal and 

constitutional competence of the executive in most democratic societies. Nevertheless, the place 

of the legislature in ensuring success can never be glossed over. They examine the nature and 

means of legislative powers on the foreign plane. It is discovered that the powers exercisable are 

derived from the basic legislative powers granted by the Constitution and that they are quite 

extensive. In another study by Ngara, (2016) study ‘The Nigeria’s national assembly and 

interparliamentary diplomacy; an assessment of the fourth and fifth national assembly’ Ngara, 

examines the role of the fourth and fifth Nigerian National Assembly in inter-parliamentary 

diplomacy. Using historical method, the paper established that the re-entry of the National  

Assembly into the global parliamentary circle following Nigeria’s return to democracy in 1999 

was critical in the realization of certain foreign policy objectives. The study also includes: the 

restoration of Nigeria’s image; improved confidence in Nigeria’s democracy engendered the 

National Assembly to support laudable sub-regional peace initiatives. The studyr concludes that 

the Nigeria’s National Assembly must further strengthen its participation in inter-parliamentary 

assemblies so that Nigeria can maximize benefits from her foreign policy commitments. These 

benefits study was conducted using descriptive research design with questionnaire administered 

on respondents randomly selected from the study, the study finding showed that the national 

assembly contributed to some extent in Nigeria’s external relations.  
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Literature Gap   

 Knowledge is lacking regarding the impact of the legislature as the parliamentarians of the 

Nigerian National Assembly, as regards their contribution to national development. However, 

previous studies focused on the return of national assembly in inter-parliamentary and 

constitutional responsibilities of the national assembly in relation to foreign policies. The work by 

Ngara, (2016) on national assembly and inter-parliamentary diplomacy which trace the history of 

Nigerian national assembly when she was re-entered into the global parliamentary circle following 

Nigeria’s return to democracy in 1999. The work by Arowosagbe and Akomolafe (2016) on foreign 

relation powers of the national assembly in articulation and execution of foreign relation policies 

are not doubt the soul responsibilities within the legal constitutional competence of the executive 

in most democratic societies. None of the Scholars in recent studies, to the best of my knowledge 

addresses the role of national assembly in Nigeria’s external relation a gap which this study intends 

to fill.  

Theoretical Framework   

The study adopts Intergovernmentalism as its theoretical framework. In international relations 

intergovernmentalism treats states (and national government in particular) as the primary actors in 

the integration process. The intergovernmentalism approach claim to be able to explain both 

periods of radical change in the European Union because of converging governmental preferences 

and period of inertial because of diverging national interests. Intergovernmentalism is 

distinguishable from realism and neorealism because it recognized the significance of 

institutionalization in international politics upon governmental preference. Prominent amongst 

scholars of intergovernmentalism is Giumelli D.  Major Assumption of the intergovernmentalism 

is that; (a) it suggests that intuitions of the state act as the actors of the state in international relations  

(b) it suggest cooperation amongst states, (c) Emphases on political leaders (d) 

Intergovernmentalism considers integration as a series of bargains between heads of 

states/government of the leading states in the region.   

Critique of the intergovernmentalism is that the theory is hinged around the fact that it only takes 

into cognizance the role of states, because integration is less likely to depends on only one side 

(national government). Negligence or underestimating private sectors in contributing to national 

development.   
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From the forgoing therefore, it can be deduced that intergovernmentalism recognizes the national 

assembly hence the Nigerian National Assembly is an institution and amongst the third tires of 

government, that is Executive, legislature and the judiciary. Since the legislature has the 

constitutional mandate to partake in an oversight function, such functions as external relations of 

Nigeria with other nations have been over seen by committees of the national assembly on foreign 

affairs matters since the inception of the fourth republic in Nigeria.  

.NASS and Oversight Process in Nigeria  

Researchers and scholars have written extensively on the role of national assembly in Nigerian 

external relations, according to (Okanya, 2011). The framework under which the National 

Assembly undertakes the scrutiny of the executive arm is embodied in the oversight mechanisms 

that have been established to guarantee a measure effectiveness and efficiency in holding the 

executive to account. Through the instrumentalities of Standing, select and Special Committees, 

the public accounts committee and the office of the auditor-general, the National Assembly has 

sought to monitor, review and investigate executive intentions and activities. The oversight covers 

such areas as policy, appropriation and accounts, foreign policy, and instances of poor 

administration and noncompliance with legislative intent and protection of individual rights and 

liberties.  

Policy Oversight  

The executive arm of government established itself over the years as a dominant institution through 

the instrumentalities of military rule. However, since the return to democracy, the National 

Assembly has striven to make inputs in the national policy process. It has through its policy 

oversight responsibilities resisted, influenced, or amended some of the crucial pieces of legislations 

brought before it for consideration.  

Legislature and Democracy   

According to Oko (2014), in a constitutional democracy, legislatures are established to represent 

the people and the survival of democracy is determined by the legislators. Quoting an Israeli Court  

Justice, Oko (2014), maintained that “The foundation of democracy is a legislature elected freely 

and periodically by the people. Without majority rule, as reflected in the power of the legislature, 

there is no democracy”. Furthermore, the African Governance Report eloquently summarizes the 
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functions of the legislature in a democracy: Another key function of the legislature is to act as a 

forum for representatives of the people to articulate the needs and aspirations of their 

constituencies, express their grievances and anxieties, demand that wrongs done by the executive 

be rectified, debate public issues and policy options and take decisions in the interest and welfare 

of all people in the country (U.N Econ. Commission for Africa, Africa Governance Report, 

123(2005) referenced in Oko,(2014).  

The legislature is arguably the most important organ in a democratic setting and what happens in 

parliament is critical to the sustenance of democracy. Edmund Burke (1729-1797) was a 

philosopher and political theorist and was the first theorist to comment on the legislature. He 

submitted that the emergence of the legislature will not bring about instability. He believes that 

members of the legislature are those who have general ideas on how a society should be governed 

and that members of the legislature should have the interest of the society at heart.  

Nature, Structure and Function of Legislature  

The nature and composition of the legislature varies throughout history and it varies at any time 

from country to country. Legislators represent their society and so they are made up of members 

who resemble their constituencies. In the United States Congress, for example, the legislature is 

composed of white, middle-class males who are lawyers by training, reside in the constituencies 

they represent; and belong to opposing political parties. In Great Britain, members of parliament 

do not necessarily reside in their constituencies and in Nigeria certain social and political factors 

dictate the position.  

In order to build a virile democratic structure, the legislature must be properly composed with 

legally qualified and highly motivated membership in terms of both academic and professional 

qualifications and with varying degree of experience in both private and public sector of the polity 

in order to build a strong central government and a very strong nation. In most parts of the world, 

legislatures have the power to establish their rules to guide their conduct in running the affairs of 

the House. For instance, Article 1 of the American Constitution outlines the basic structure of the 

Congress and authorized each House to establish rules of procedure for its operation. In Nigeria, 

the legislature is guided by the Constitution and certain social and political factors. Conditions for 

membership of the National Assembly are found in Section 65 and 66 of the CFRN 1999, a person 

shall be qualified for election if:  
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1. He is a citizen of Nigeria and has attained the age of thirty-five years; and the House of  

Representatives’, if he is a citizen of Nigeria and has attained the age of thirty years.  

2. A person shall be qualified for election under sub-section (1) of section 66 if he has been 

educated up to at least school certificate level or its equivalent, and he is a member of a political 

party and he is sponsored by that party. Constitutionally, membership of the legislature is based 

on popular election and the qualification of the electorates is based on universal suffrage.  

Structure  

The National Assembly in carrying out its operation is assisted through an administrative structure 

that has been provided for by the Constitution. Section 51 of the CFRN 1999 describes the details 

of the administrative structure of the National Assembly under the Office of the Clark and other 

staff.  

The National Assembly Service Commission Act prescribes the method of the appointment of the  

Clerk and other Staff of the National Assembly. The Constitutional provision is affected by the 

National Assembly Service Commission Act Cap No. 7 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria (LFN) 

2004. Section 7(b) of the Act provides for the offices of:  

i. The Clerk to the National Assembly  

ii. The Deputy Clerk to the National Assembly iii.  The Clerk of the 

Senate  

iv. The Clerk of the House of Representatives  

v. The Deputy Clerk of the Senate  

vi. The Deputy Clerk of the House of Representatives  

vii. All other offices in the service of the National Assembly  

Functions  

Heywood (2003:316) identified the following as the principal functions of the legislature; 

representation, legislation, scrutiny and oversight, political recruitment and leadership 

development. Other scholars have included conflict resolution and quasi-judicial and 

administrative functions among the roles of legislatures.  

Representation: Legislatures serve as conduits that connect the people to their government.  
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Polsby (1975) quoted in Hamalai (2014) calls the legislature the “nerve-ending” of the polity. 

Modern day legislatures have adopted the culture of constituency representation. This applies 

particularly in the US Congress where the primary concerns of both Representatives and Senators 

are to bring home the bacon, i.e., supporting issues that will bring benefits to their constituencies. 

Legislation: The Constitution specifically grants law-making powers at the federal level to the 

National Assembly. Section 4 of the CFRN 1999 (as amended) provides that legislative powers of 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria shall be vested in the National Assembly, which consists of the 

Senate and the House of Representatives. The National Assembly is empowered to legislate for the 

peace, order and good governance of the federation or any part of it with respect to any matter on 

the exclusive legislative list. The National Assembly also has power to make laws over matters on 

the concurrent list reserved for it and on such other matters specifically conferred on it by the 

provision of the Constitution.   

Oversight: The whole idea of democratic governance is that government should be accountable 

to the people. Accountability and restraint are generally regarded as the substance of democratic 

governance. Democracy flourishes when a government is open, transparent, accountable and 

sensitive to public opinion. In consonance, Hamalai (2014:21) is of the opinion that “over the 

years, legislatures have become scrutinizing bodies, the principal role of which is to deliver 

responsible or accountable government”. Monitoring the actions of the executive ensures that they 

are carried out according to legal provisions and with greater efficiency. She further notes, 

however, that “the executives are not always willing partners in this process.  

    

Thei Origini andi Evolutioni ofi Inter-Parliamentaryi Diplomacyi ini Nigeria  

Ngarai (2016)i Study.i Origini andi Evolutioni ofi Inter-Parliamentaryi Diplomacyi That,i traditionallyi 

parliamentsi havei alwaysi maintainedi relationsi oni thei basisi ofi reciprocali courtesy.i Thisi usedi toi takei 

thei formi ofi invitations,i visitsi andi fact-findingi missionsi mainlyi fori thei speakersi ofi assembliesi ori 

theiri representativesi (Committeei fori Parliamenti andi Publici Relationsi CPPRi Reporti 2006).i Thei 

emergencei andi growthi ofi internationali parliamentaryi institutionsi (IPIs)i isi ai phenomenoni thati 

developedi mainlyi ini thei secondi halfi ofi thei 20thi century.i Nonetheless,i thei historyi ofi IPIsi isi eveni fari 

backi ini time.i Indeed,i theiri origin,i datei backi toi thei creationi ofi thei Inter-Parliamentaryi Unioni (IPU)i 

ini 1889i (Cofelicei 2012,i :32).i Thei IPUi originatedi ini Europei asi ani associationi ofi individuali 
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parliamentariansi broughti togetheri byi mutuali interestsi fori securingi peacefuli resolutionsi toi 

internationali disputes.i Iti wasi initiatedi byi twoi parliamentarians,i Williami Randali Cremeri (Unitedi 

Kingdom)i andi Fredericki Passyi (France).i Thei firsti inter-parliamentaryi conferencei oni Internationali 

Arbitrationi wasi convenedi ini 1889i ini Paris,i Francei andi attendedi byi ninei (9)i countries.i Overi thei 

years,i thei IPUi hasi evolvedi andi expandedi intoi 139i memberi countriesi withi ai permanenti secretariati 

ini itsi headquartersi ini Genevai (Salimi 2010;i Committeei fori Parliamenti andi Publici Relationsi Reporti 

2006).i i Throughouti thei 20thi Century,i thei IPUi survivedi asi ai unifyingi forcei fori representativesi ofi 

parliamentsi ofi sovereigni states.i Itsi maini objectivesi asi specifiedi ini Articlei 1i ofi itsi Statutei isi to:i   

…promotei personali contactsi betweeni membersi ofi parliament,i constitutedi intoi Nationali Groups,i 

andi toi unitei themi ini commoni actioni toi securei andi maintaini thei fulli participationi ofi theiri respectivei 

statesi ini thei firmi establishmenti andi developmenti ofi representativei institutionsi andi ini thei 

advancementi ofi thei worki ofi internationali peacei andi cooperation,i particularlyi byi supportingi thei 

objectivesi ofi thei Unitedi Nations.i Withi thisi endi ini view,i thei IPUi shalli expressi itsi viewsi oni alli 

questionsi ofi ani internationali characteri suitablei fori settlementi byi parliamentaryi actioni andi shalli 

makei suggestionsi fori thei developmenti ofi parliamentaryi institutions,i withi ai viewi toi improvingi thei 

workingi ofi thosei institutionsi andi increasingi theiri meansi ofi action.i   

.i Sincei thei endi ofi thei Coldi War,i therei hasi beeni ai dramatici growthi ofi publici andi parliamentaryi 

diplomacy.i Regionali integrationi processesi havei facilitatedi thei “parliamentarization”i ofi worldi 

politicsi becausei ofi thei emergencei ofi hybridi areasi thati arei noti onlyi “intermestic”i but,i ini thei casei ofi 

thei EU,i “communitarian”,i andi thus,i transcendi thei national–internationali dichotomyi (Malamudi 

andi Stavrisi 2011,i p.i 103).i Thisi developmenti isi markedi byi thei proliferationi andi consolidationi ofi 

regionali andi otheri internationali parliamentaryi assembliesi (Malamudi andi Stavrisi 2011).  



 

i  

i Thei Nigeriani Nationali Assemblyi andi Inter-Parliamentaryi Diplomacy;i i Accordingi toi Ngara,i 

(2016)i isi ini Pursuanti toi Nigeria’si foreigni policyi objectivesi asi laidi outi ini sectioni 19i ofi thei 

Constitutioni ofi thei Federali Republici ofi Nigeriai asi welli asi thei mandatei ofi thei Nationali Assemblyi 

oni inter-parliamentaryi relationsi asi detailedi ini thei Assembly’si Standingi Rules,i Nigeria’si Nationali 

Assembly,i shortlyi afteri itsi inaugurationi oni thei 6thi andi 22i June,i 1999i resolvedi toi renewi itsi 

membershipi ofi internationali parliamentaryi organizations.i Consequently,i iti madei formali 

applicationsi toi thei IPU,i CPA,i andi subsequentlyi APU,i Westi Africani Parliamentaryi Unioni (WAPU),i 

andi Africani Caribbeani andi Pacifici (ACP)/Europeani Unioni (EU)i Jointi Assemblyi fori membershipi 

andi re-affiliationi (Ngara,i 2016).i   

(Christopher,i 2016)i ini hisi viewi that,i Nigeriai wasi re-admittedi intoi IPUi andi CPAi respectivelyi ini latei 

1999.i Thisi stepi wasi significanti toi thei extenti thati iti didi noti onlyi announcei Nigeria’si 

democratizationi toi thei resti ofi thei world,i buti signaledi thei country’si readinessi toi resumei itsi 

traditionali frontlinei rolei ini globali affairs.i Thei Nigeriani Nationali Assemblyi alsoi connectedi itselfi toi 

otheri globali parliamentaryi organizationsi andi institutionsi suchi asi thei Afro-Arabi Parliamentaryi 

Associationi (AAPA),i Associationi ofi Senates,i Shoorai andi Equivalenti Councilsi ini Africai andi thei 

Arabi Worldi (ASSECA).i Fromi 1999i toi 2007,i thei Nationali Assemblyi alsoi playedi leadingi andi 

pivotali rolesi ini thei establishmenti ofi thei Pan-Africani Parliamenti (PAP)i ini 2004i andi 

ECOWASParliamenti ini 2006i respectivelyi (Christopher,i 2016).  

Thei rolesi ofi thei Nigeriani Assemblyi ini thei emergencei ofi thesei parliamentaryi institutionsi ini Africai 

isi noti unconnectedi withi thei country’si traditional,i frontlinei rolesi ini regionali andi continentali politicsi 

sincei independencei ini 1960.i Thesei rolesi werei ini linei withi thei enshrinedi afro-centrici thrusti ofi 

Nigeria’si foreigni policy.i Thei creationi ofi thesei regionali parliamentaryi bodiesi expandedi thei  

platformsi fori thei Nigeria’si Nationali Assemblyi andi otheri parliamentsi oni thei Africani continenti 

(generallyi regardedi asi latei comersi ini inter-parliamentaryi diplomacy)i toi engagei ini diplomacyi andi 

contributei toi goodi governance,i democracyi andi socio-economici development.i Thei participationi ofi 

thei Nigeria’si Nationali Assemblyi ini somei ofi thesei internationali parliamentaryi assembliesi andi 

conferencesi notablyi thei Commonwealthi Parliamentaryi Associationi (CPA)i andi thei 

InterParliamentaryi Unioni (IPU)i culminatedi ini thei domesticationi ofi somei importanti treatiesi and 

conventionsi ini Nigeriai (Christopher,i 2016).  



 i  i  i  i  i  i  

i  

i  

i  

Foreigni Relationsi Poweri Basis  

Arowosagbei andi Akomolafe, (2016)i ini theiri studyi oni Foreigni Relationsi Poweri Basis,i that All 

legislativei assembliesi havei threei fundamentali powers,i namely,i legislativei power,i budgetary 

power,i andi democratici oversighti powers.  

Legislativei Power  

Thisi refersi toi thei poweri ofi thei parliamenti toi makei laws.i Sectioni 4i (CFRN,i 1999)i givesi thei 

Nationali Assemblyi (consistingi ofi thei Senatei andi thei Housei ofi Representatives)i poweri toi makei 

lawsi fori thei peace,i order,i andi goodi governmenti ofi thei federationi ori anyi parti thereof.i Thisi 

legislativei poweri ati thei statei leveli isi giveni toi thei Statei Housei ofi Assemblyi (Sectioni 4(7),i CFRN,i 

1999).  

Budgetaryi Power  

Thei parliament’si poweri herei extendsi toi thei scrutinyi ofi thei budgeti submittedi byi thei executivei andi 

itsi consequenti passagei asi thei annuali Appropriationi Acti ori supplementaryi Appropriationi Acti 

(Sectionsi 81i andi 121,i CFRNi 1999).i Thisi isi soi asi noi moneyi mayi bei withdrawni fromi thei 

Consolidatedi Revenuei Fundi ori otheri publici fundi ofi thei federationi excepti toi meeti expenditurei thati 

isi chargedi uponi thei fundi byi thei Constitutioni ori asi approvedi byi ani Appropriationi Acti dulyi passedi 

byi thei Nationali Assemblyi (Sectioni 80,i CFRNi 1999).  

Democratici Oversighti Power  

Sectioni 88i (CFRN,i 1999)i givesi eachi housei ofi thei Nationali Assemblyi poweri toi directi ori causei toi bei 

directedi ani investigationi into;  

a.i anyi matteri ori thingi withi respecti toi whichi iti hasi poweri toi makei lawsi and  

b.i thei conducti ofi affairsi ofi anyi person,i authority,i Ministryi ori governmenti departmenti charged,i ori 

intendedi toi bei chargedi withi thei dutyi of,i ori responsibilityi for,i executingi ori administeringi lawsi 

enactedi byi thei Nationali Assembly;i andi disbursingi ori administeringi moneysi appropriatedi ori toi bei 

appropriatedi byi thei Nationali Assembly.i Thisi oversighti poweri isi exercisablei fori thei purposei ofi 

makingi lawsi withi respecti toi anyi matteri withini itsi legislativei competencei andi correctingi anyi 

defectsi ori wastei ini thei executioni ori administrationi ofi lawsi withini itsi legislativei competencei andi ini 

thei disbursementi ori administrationi ofi fundsi appropriatedi byi it.  

Thei foreigni relationsi poweri ofi thei Nigeriani Nationali Assemblyi isi thusi ai derivativei one,i flowingi 

fromi thei abovei threei fundamentali legislativei powers,i andi asi wei shalli see,i iti isi mainlyi drawni fromi 
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constitutioni Arowosagbei andi Akomolafe,i (2016).i  i Foreigni Relationi Powersi ofi thei Nationali 

Assembly  

Arowosagbei andi Akomolafe,i (2016)i Theyi furtheri Examinesi thei Meansi ofi Exercisingi Foreigni  

Relationsi Powersi byi thei Legislaturei byi thisi thati the,i Legislationsi Withi Foreigni Relationsi 

Implicationsi ini The National Assemblyi is thei repositoryi ofi thei entirei legislative poweri of the 

federali government,i whichi isi definedi toi extendi toi alli thei itemsi oni thei exclusivei legislativei listi set 

outi ini Parti Ii ofi thei secondi schedulei toi thei Constitution,i toi thei itemsi oni thei concurrenti legislativei 

listi listedi ini Parti IIi ofi thei saidi secondi schedulei toi thei extenti thereini stated,i andi toi thei mattersi overi 

whichi iti isi giveni legislativei competencei ini thei bodyi ofi thei constitutioni (Arowosagbei andi 

Akomolafe,i 2016).  

Manyi ofi thei itemsi overi whichi thei Nationali Assemblyi exercisesi legislativei competencei arei mattersi 

whichi havei directi ori indirecti implicationsi oni thei country’si foreigni relations.  

Thus,i wheneveri thei Nationali Assemblyi legislatesi oni anyi ofi thesei items,i iti therebyi makesi itsi 

contributioni toi thei nation’si foreigni relationsi policy.i Somei ofi thesei itemsi oni thei exclusivei 

legislativei listi arei arms,i ammunition,i andi explosivesi (Itemi 2);i aviation,i includingi airports,i safetyi 

ofi aircraft,i andi carriagei ofi goodsi byi airi carriagei ofi goodsi byi airi (Itemi 3);i awardsi ofi nationali titlesi 

ofi honor,i decorations,i andi otheri dignitiesi (Itemi 4);i borrowingi ofi moneyi withini ori outsidei Nigeriai 

fori thei purposei ofi thei federationi ofi anyi statei (Itemi 7);i citizenship,i naturalization,i andi aliensi (Itemi 

9);i copyrighti (Itemi 13);i customsi andi excisei dutiesi (Itemi 16);i deportationi ofi personsi whoi arei noti 

citizensi ofi Nigeriai (Itemi 17);i diplomatic,i consular,i andi tradei representationi (Itemi 20);i exchangei 

controli (Itemi 24);i exporti dutiesi (Itemi 25);i externali affairsi (Itemi 26);i extraditioni (Itemi 27);i fishingi 

andi fisheriesi otheri thani fishingi andi fisheriesi ini rivers,i lakes,i waterways,i ponds,i andi otheri inlandi 

watersi withini Nigeriai (Itemi 29);i immigrationi andi emigrationi fromi Nigeriai (Itemi 30);i 

implementationi ofi treatiesi relatingi toi mattersi oni thei exclusivei legislativei listi (Itemi 31);i maritimei 

shippingi andi navigationi (Itemi 36);i nucleari energyi (Itemi 41);i passportsi andi visasi (Itemi 42);i andi 

tradei andi commercei andi ini particulari (a)i tradei andi commercei betweeni Nigeriai andi otheri countriesi 

includingi importi ofi commoditiesi intoi andi exporti ofi commoditiesi fromi Nigeriai andi tradei andi 

commercei betweeni thei statesi (b)i establishmenti ofi ai purchasingi authorityi withi poweri toi acquirei fori 

exporti ori salei ofi designatedi agriculturali producei ini worldi markets:i (c)i inspectioni ofi producei toi bei 

exportedi fromi Nigeriai andi thei enforcementi gradesi andi standardsi ofi qualityi ini respecti ofi producei 

soi inspectedi i (Itemi 62).i Asi cani bei seeni fromi thei abovei list,i thei foreigni relationsi poweri exercisablei 
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herei byi Nigeria’si Nationali Assemblyi isi quitei extensive.i Thei executivei cannoti thereforei affordi noti 

toi carryi thei twoi nationali legislativei assembliesi alongi ini thei formulationi andi executioni ofi itsi 

foreigni policiesi asi suchi ani actioni couldi provei fatali toi thei successi ofi thei policyi especiallyi wherei iti 

requiresi incorporationi intoi ai federali legislation.  

i Iti shouldi bei notedi thati ini Nigeria,i wherei thei presidenti failsi toi signi ai billi passedi byi thei Senatei and 

thei Housei ofi Representativesi withini 30i days,i eachi housei mayi thereafteri passi thei billi intoi lawi by 
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twoi thirdsi majority vote,i and the president’si assenti shalli bei therebyi dispensedi withi (Section 58, 

CFRN,i 1999).i Thei exercisei byi Nigeria’si Nationali Assemblyi ofi itsi law-makingi powersi is, however,i 

ofteni circumscribedi byi thei overbearingi influencei ofi thei executivei oni legislativei processes.i   

Implementationi ofi Treaties  

Ai veryi comprehensivei andi apti definitioni ofi treatyi (Abass,i 2012;i Aust,i 2010;i Crawford,i 2012)i 

perhapsi isi thati containedi ini ai provisionali Internationali Lawi Commissioni (ILC)i drafti oni thei lawi ofi 

treatiesi byi whichi ai treatyi isi conceivedi asi anyi internationali agreementi ini writteni form,i whetheri 

embodiedi ini ai singlei instrumenti ori ini twoi ori morei relatedi instrumentsi andi whateveri itsi particulari 

designationi (treaty,i convention,i protocol,i covenant,i charter,i statute,i act,i declaration,i concordat,i 

exchangei ofi notes,i agreedi minute,i memorandumi ofi agreement,i modusi vivendii ori anyi otheri 

appellation),i concludedi betweeni twoi ori morei Statesi ori otheri subjectsi ofi internationali lawi andi 

governedi byi internationali law.i (ILC,i 1962/II,i 161)i Articlei 2i ofi thei Viennai Conventioni oni thei Lawi 

ofi Treatiesi however,i definesi treatyi asi ‘ani internationali agreementi concludedi betweeni Statesi ini 

writteni formi andi governedi byi internationali law,i whetheri embodiedi ini ai singlei instrumenti ori ini twoi 

ori morei relatedi instrumentsi andi whateveri itsi particulari designation’i (Shearer,i 1994).  

Ai treatyi doesi noti becomei parti ofi Nigeria’si domestici lawi unlessi andi untili iti isi specificallyi 

incorporatedi asi suchi byi ai legislativei means,i thati is,i viai ani enablingi Acti ofi thei Nationali Assembly.i 

Sectioni 12i ofi thei 1999i Constitutioni statesi thei following:  

1.i Noi treatyi betweeni thei federationi andi anyi otheri countryi shalli havei thei forcei ofi lawi excepti toi thei 

extenti toi whichi anyi suchi treatyi hasi beeni enactedi intoi lawi by thei Nationali Assembly.  

2.i Thei Nationali Assemblyi mayi makei fori thei federationi ori anyi parti thereofi withi respecti toi mattersi 

noti includedi ini thei Exclusivei Legislativei Listi fori thei purpose ofi implementingi ai treaty.  

3.i Ai billi fori ani Acti ofi thei Nationali Assemblyi passedi pursuanti toi thei provisionsi ofi Subsectioni (2)i ofi 

thisi sectioni shalli noti bei presentedi toi thei presidenti fori assenti andi shalli noti bei enactedi unlessi iti isi 

ratifiedi byi ai majorityi ofi alli thei Housei ofi Assemblyi ini thei federation.i Thei firsti thingi toi notei herei isi 

thati Nigeriai adoptsi ai dualistici approachi withi regardi toi treatyi law.i Dualismi isi ai legali theoryi thati 

seesi domestici lawi andi internationali lawi asi distincti andi independenti ofi eachi otheri (Crawford,i 

2012).i Thei twoi systems,i iti isi maintained,i regulatei differenti subjecti matters.i Internationali law 
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regulatesi thei relationsi ofi sovereigni states,i whilei municipali lawi regulatesi affairsi internali toi the 

state.i Accordingly,i dualistsi holdi thati thei twoi systemsi arei mutually exclusivei andi cani havei no 

contacti withi andi no effecti on eachi other. Ifi internationali lawi isi appliedi withini a state,i iti must 

thereforei bei becausei iti hasi beeni expresslyi incorporatedi intoi municipali lawi (Abass,i 2012;i Harris, 

2010;i Wallace,i 1997).  

Hencei ini Nigeria,i beforei ai treatyi cani havei thei forcei ofi law,i thei Nationali Assemblyi (Senatei andi 

Housei ofi Representatives)i musti enacti iti intoi law.i Thei Nationali Assemblyi byi soi doingi mayi modifyi 

thei treatyi asi iti deemsi fiti ori makei thei enactedi Acti ini perimetriai withi it.i Thei legislativei competencei 

ofi thei Nationali Assemblyi ini treatyi mattersi extendi toi itemsi ordinarilyi ini thei legislativei competencei 

ofi Statei Housesi ofi Assemblyi (whetheri oni thei Concurrenti Legislativei Listi ori not)i providedi thati noi 

Acti wouldi therebyi bei enactedi withouti itsi firsti beingi ratifiedi byi ai majorityi ofi alli thei Housesi ofi 

Assemblyi ini thei country.  

Declarationi ofi Wari andi Deploymenti ofi Troops  

Thei Nigeriani Nationali Assemblyi hasi poweri toi controli throughi legislationi thei establishment,i 

composition,i command,i andi operationali usei ofi thei Armedi Forcesi despitei thei facti thati thei generali 

controli ofi thei Armedi Forcesi isi vestedi ini thei presidenti asi thei commander-in-chiefi ofi thei Armedi 

Forcesi ofi thei Federationi (Sectionsi 217i andi 218,i CFRN,i 1999).i Sectioni 218(4)i states,i “[T]hei 

Nationali Assemblyi shalli havei poweri toi makei lawsi fori thei regulationi of—(a)i thei powersi 

exercisablei byi thei presidenti asi Commander-in-Chiefi ofi thei Armedi Forcesi ofi thei Federation.”i Asi 

somei ofi thei maini purposesi ofi thei existencei ofi thei Nigeriani Armedi Forcesi arei toi defendi Nigeriai 

fromi externali aggression,i maintaini itsi territoriali integrity,i andi securei itsi bordersi fromi violationi oni 

land,i sea,i ori air,i iti isi obviousi thati iti mayi bei necessaryi ati anyi pointi ini timei toi usei thei armedi forcesi toi 

prosecutei ai wari againsti ai foreigni state.i Toi whati extenti cani thei presidenti doi thisi withouti 

parliamentaryi approval?i Sectioni 5(4)i CFRNi (1999)i providesi thati thei presidenti shalli noti declarei ai 

statei ofi wari betweeni thei Nigeriani federationi andi anyi otheri countryi excepti withi thei sanctioni ofi ai 

resolutioni ofi bothi Housesi ofi thei Nationali Assemblyi sittingi ini ai jointi session.i Iti alsoi subjectsi thei 

deploymenti ofi thei armedi forcesi oni combati dutyi outsidei Nigeriai toi thei priori approvali ofi thei Senate. 

Thus,i beforei thei Nigeriani presidenti cani successfullyi declarei wari againsti ai foreigni state,i hei musti 
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firsti obtaini thei consenti ofi bothi thei Senatei andi thei Housei ofi Representatives.i Thisi isi cruciali asi (a)i 

wari isi ai criticali instrumenti ofi foreigni policyi employablei onlyi wheni alli otheri peacefuli diplomatici 

meansi havei beeni exhaustedi andi hadi failedi toi yieldi anyi fruitfuli result,i (b)i prosecutioni ofi ai wari ofi 

anyi kindi usuallyi resultsi ini highi materiali andi humani lossi toi ai nation,i andi (c)i therei musti bei ai 

justifiablei causei acceptablei (suchi asi self-defensei ori humanitariani reasons)i underi internationali law. 

Iti isi believedi thati thei Nationali Assemblyi willi neveri givei itsi consenti toi suchi ai declarationi unlessi it 

isi thei onlyi optioni left.i Thei secondi paragraphi ofi Sectioni 5(5)i talksi on thei deploymenti ofi thei armed 

forcesi “oni combat dutyi outside Nigeria.”i Thisi situation,i amongi others,i aptly capturesi the 

deploymenti ofi troopsi fori peace-keepingi ori peace-enforcingi operationsi whetheri ati thei global 

(Unitedi Nations),i regionali (Economici Communityi ofi Westi Africani Statesi [ECOWAS]),i ori anyi 

otheri level.i Beforei thisi cani bei done,i thei priori approvali ofi thei Senatei musti bei obtained.  

Parliamentaryi Diplomacy  

Variousi formsi ofi parliamentaryi diplomacyi exist.i Firsti arei bilaterali parliamentaryi exchanges,i 

whichi havei increasedi ini numberi andi importancei worldwide.i Here,i membersi ofi parliamenti ofi ai 

countryi engagei ini diplomatici visiti toi thei membersi ofi parliamenti ofi anotheri country.i Thei purposei 

mayi bei toi broadeni theiri knowledgei ofi parliamentaryi processi obtainablei elsewherei ori toi lobbyi thei 

parliamentariansi oni ai matter(s)i ofi mutuali interest,i ori iti mayi bei ai simplei courtesyi visit.  

Membersi ofi Nigeria’si Nationali Assemblyi have,i fori example,i undertakeni suchi visitsi toi thei U.S.i 

Congressi andi thei U.K.i Parliament.i Ai diplomatici visiti mayi alsoi bei undertakeni byi membersi ofi 

parliamenti toi thei governmenti ofi ai foreigni country.i Thisi isi ofteni donei toi complementi thei effortsi ofi 

thei nationali governmenti oni thei foreigni plane.i Fori example,i thei Nationali Assemblyi senti ai 

delegationi abroadi toi keyi membersi ofi thei Parisi Clubi ini thei heydaysi ofi thei campaigni embarkedi 

uponi byi thei Obasanjoi administrationi oni debti forgivenessi toi complementi government’si efforts. 

Thisi especiallyi appliesi toi thei ratificationi ofi internationali treatiesi andi thei adoptioni ofi legislationi 

implementingi themi ati thei nationali level.i Parliaments'i meansi toi directi andi controli thei conducti ofi 

foreigni relationsi havei becomei ori arei becomingi morei diversei withi thei strengtheningi ofi 

Parliaments'i generali position.i Growingi parliamentaryi diplomacyi hasi createdi ai newi andi morei 

significanti leveli ini thei conducti ofi internationali relations.i Regionallyi definedi supranationali formsi 
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ofi decision-makingi appeari toi havei awakenedi Parliamentsi toi increasei theiri rolei ini thei supranationali 

decision-makingi whichi isi generallyi ini thei handsi ofi Governments.  

i Ini hisi study,i Tiitinen,i pointi outi thei rolei playedi byi thei Parliamenti ini foreigni policyi 

decisionmakingi firstly;i hei arguedi that,i Ini thei preparatoryi phasei Parliamentsi doi noti generallyi playi 

ai formali rolei ini thei preparationi ofi foreigni policyi matters,i i.e.,i factuali foreigni policyi measuresi andi 

treaties.i Oni thei otheri hand,i Parliamentsi generallyi receivei thei informationi theyi requirei withi regardi 

toi foreigni policyi mattersi ini thei preparatoryi phasei throughi thei usei ofi generali parliamentaryi meansi 

ofi influence,i whichi includei discussionsi ini advancei initiatedi byi thei Governmenti ori Parliament,i orali 

andi writteni questionsi andi eveni interpellationsi andi thei righti toi requesti documents.  

i Ini mosti Parliamentsi thei foreigni affairsi committeei playsi ai keyi rolei ini supervisingi mattersi which 

arei ini thei preparatoryi phase.i Certaini countriesi havei createdi formali proceduresi aimedi ati avoiding 

confrontationi andi maintainingi thei traditioni ofi nationali consensus ini foreigni policyi matters. 
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Denmark,i Finland, Norway,i Swedeni and Switzerlandi havei suchi procedures, fori example. 

Accordingi toi thei Danishi constitution,i thei Governmenti musti consulti withi thei foreigni affairs 

committeei wheni mattersi arei beingi preparedi andi beforei anyi decisioni ofi majori importancei isi takeni 

ini foreigni policyi matters.i Secondly;i Ini decision-makingi Decision-makingi poweri ini day-to-dayi 

mattersi appearsi everywherei toi bei ini thei handsi ofi thei Executive.i Therei arei speciali regulationsi 

regardingi Parliament'si influencei andi thei needi fori approvali ini decisionsi regardingi wari andi peace,i 

changesi ini nationali bordersi andi allowingi foreigni militaryi forcesi accessi toi ori transiti throughi 

nationali territory.i Ini connectioni withi thei signingi ofi treaties,i Parliament'si rolei isi mosti ofteni 

connectedi and,i ini manyi cases,i limitedi toi Parliament'si traditionali decision-makingi rolei ini thei usei ofi 

legislativei andi budgetaryi poweri andi otherwisei mattersi whichi comei withini Parliament'si remit,i suchi 

asi treatiesi whichi ini onei wayi ori anotheri limiti nationali sovereignty.i Treatiesi whichi includei 

significanti obligationsi ori arei otherwisei especiallyi importanti fori thei countryi ini questioni cani alsoi 

requirei thei approvali ofi Parliament.i Thesei arei describedi ini differenti termsi ini variousi countriesi andi 

include,i fori example,i treatiesi pertainingi toi membershipi ini internationali organizationsi (e.g.i 

Andorra,i Egypt,i Republici ofi Korea,i Norway,i Swedeni andi Switzerland).  

Methodology  

Thei studyi adoptsi ai surveyi researchi design.i Thisi isi thei mosti frequentlyi usedi modei ofi observationi ini 

thei sociali sciencei today.i Iti isi thei typei ofi researchi thati sociali scientistsi adopti wheni collectingi 

originali datai fori describingi ai populationi tooi largei toi observei directly.i Accordingi toi Onyishii andi 

Omemmai (2010:16),i surveyi researchi isi imperativei ini thei sociali sciencei because:i Morei ofteni thani 

not,i thei researcheri findsi thati hei cannoti possiblyi studyi alli thei subjectsi ori itemsi ini thei population.i 

Hence,i thei surveyi researcheri selectsi ai samplei fromi ai subjecti ofi thei populationi usingi somei 

techniquesi ofi sampling.i Ini otheri words,i surveyi researchi isi thei typei thati studiesi ai groupi ori itemsi byi 

collectingi andi analyzingi datai fromi onlyi ai fewi peoplei ori itemsi consideredi toi bei representativei ofi 

thei entirei group.i   

Methodi ofi Datai Collectioni   

Thei studyi usedi bothi primaryi andi secondaryi methodsi ofi datai gathering.i Thei primaryi methodi ofi 

datai collectioni wasi usedi toi generatei datai fromi thei fieldi ofi studyi throughi structuredi questionnairei 

toi eliciti responsei fromi thei respondentsi whoi arei strictlyi havei knowledgei oni foreigni affairsi andi 

externali relations.i Onei ofi suchi reasonsi isi thati iti cani gatheri morei informationi andi increasei 

commitmenti fromi differenti perspectivesi ini thei targeti audience.i Oni thei otheri hand,i thei secondaryi 



 

 

sourcei ofi datai collectioni wasi alsoi employedi ini thei study.i Thei empiricali andi theoreticali literature 

ofi thei studyi werei derivedi from scholarlyi journals,i governmenti publications,i seminari papers, 

conferencei papersi andi usefuli interneti sources.  

Populationi ofi thei Study  

Thei populationi ofi thei studyi isi 4,006i (469i nationali Assemblyi membersi ofi thei Federali Republici ofi 

Nigeria,i 1249i internali staffi ofi thei nationali assembly,i 2234i staffi ofi thei Ministryi ofi Foreigni Affairsi 

andi 54i servingi corp.i membersi servingi ati thei nationali assembly.i   

Thisi isi representedi ini thei followingi table:  

Tablei belowi shows: Samplei Sizei andi Proportionali Distribution  

Institutions  Population  Samplei Size  Percentage  

  

Nationali Assembly  

  

  

469  

  

  

42  

  

  

12%  

Min.i  ofi  Foreigni  

Affairs  

  

2234  

  

197  

  

56%  

NYSC  

Internali Staff  

Ofi Ni A  

54  

1249  

5 110  1%  

31%  

  

Total  4006  354  100%  

Source:i SURVEYi Ni Ai andi Min,i ofi Fi Ai   

  

Samplei Sizei andi samplingi Technique  

Thei samplei sizei fori thei studyi isi 354i derivedi fromi 4006i ofi thei entirei populationi ofi thei studyi usingi 

Krejciei andi Morgani (1970)i tablei fori determiningi samplei sizei fromi ai giveni population.i Fori 

proportionali representationi ofi thei institutionsi underi study,i Bowler’si proportionali allocationi 

formulai wasi usedi toi selecti thei samplei sizei fromi eachi areai ofi studyi ini relationi toi itsi proportioni ini 

thei populationi asi showni below:i  i n=i (n1)  

 

Ni   

Where;i   



 i  i  

 

ni =i thei samplei sizei  n1i =i Noi ofi 

respondentsi ini eachi town.i  Ni =i 

Population  

N=1
i i i (Nationali Assembly)i i i i i i    i =i i i 354i (469)i =i 42  

          4006  

N=1
i i i (internali staffsi ofi thei Ni A)i i i i i i i =i i i 354i (1249)i =i i 110  

           4006  

N=1
i i i (i ministryi ofi foreigni affairs)i i i i i i i =i i i i 354i i i (2234) =i i i 197  

               4006  

 N=1
i i i (NYSCi membersi ofi Ni A)i i i i i i   i =i i i 354i (54)i =i 5  

           i i 4006  

Samplingi Technique  

Fori thei purposei ofi thisi study,i Purposivei samplingi techniquei willi bei adoptedi toi distributei 

questionnaires.i Thesei staffi andi thei principali officialsi havei accessi toi importanti informationi oni thei 

Rolei ofi Nationali Assemblyi ini Nigeriani Externali Relations.i Thisi isi toi givei thei researcheri ai validi 

standi fori makingi conclusioni basedi oni thei findingsi reached.  

Questioni Thei Nationali Assemblyi hasi playedi ai vitali rolei ini Nigeria’si externali relation  

OPINIONi   FREQUENCY  PERCENTAGE  

SA  28  8.1%  

A  71  20.2%  

D  163  47.2%  

SD  102  29%  

TOTAL  345  100%  

Source;i fieldi survey,i i 2022.  

Discussioni ofi Findingsi   

Thei presentationi andi analysisi ofi datai havei revealedi somei significanti andi fundamentali findingsi oni 

thei Rolei ofi Nationali Assemblyi ini Nigeria’si Externali Relationsi 2015-2021.i Thus,i thei followingi 

findingsi werei revealedi Oni thei rolesi playedi byi thei Nationali Assemblyi ini regardsi toi Nigeriai 

externali relations,i thei studyi revealedi that,i Nationali Assemblyi hasi noti playedi significanti rolei ini 



 

 

relationi toi Nigeriai externali relations,i thus,i thei interventionsi ofi Nationali Assemblyi ini relationi toi 

Nigeriai externali relationsi hasi helpedi toi createi positivei imagei toi Nigeriansi ati thei globali villagei andi  



 

 

also,i thei Nationali Assemblyi cruciali rolesi hasi aidsi ini thei attractionsi ofi foreigni directi investmenti 

andi firms.i Thesei findingsi arei corroboratedi byi thei findingsi ofi (Okanya,2009).i Werei hei arguedi thati 

thei nationali assemblyi isi designi toi effectivelyi andi activelyi contributei toi nationi buildingi andi 

consolidatei democracy,i hencei ani Importanti aspecti ofi thei representativesi whoi overi seesi 

governmenti actionsi andi ensurei accountability.i i i   

CONCLUSIONi   

Thei studyi isi ani examinationi ofi thei rolesi ofi nationali assemblyi ini Nigeriani externali relationsi vis-i 

avisi thei foreigni relationsi powersi ofi thei Nigeriani Nationali Assemblyi ini thei generali andi specifici 

contexts.i Iti isi observedi thati Parliament’si foreigni relationsi poweri drawsi largelyi fromi itsi threei 

fundamentali powers,i namely,i legislative,i budgetary,i andi democratici oversighti powers.i Thei 

Nigeriani Nationali Assemblyi ini specifici termsi exercisesi itsi foreigni relationsi powersi throughi 

legislationsi withi foreigni relationsi implications,i approvali ofi presidentiali appointments,i 

implementationi ofi treaties,i declarationi ofi wari andi deploymenti ofi troops,i parliamentaryi diplomacy,i 

andi controli overi publici finance.i Itsi foreigni relationsi powersi aparti fromi throughi legislationsi arei 

alsoi exercisedi throughi plenaryi sessions,i debates,i motions,i resolutions,i committeei hearings,i andi 

investigations.  

Iti shouldi bei notedi thati owingi toi thei confidentialityi generallyi associatedi withi foreigni policyi 

matters,i parliamentaryi controli ofi foreigni policyi ini ai largei numberi ofi parliamentsi liesi mainlyi ini thei 

handsi ofi thei foreigni affairsi committee.i Thisi committeei cani requirei thei governmenti toi submiti 

reportsi oni specifici foreigni policyi issuesi andi requesti relatedi documents.i Fori example,i ini thei Greeki 

Parliamentaryi policy,i thei parliamenti cani appointi speciali committeesi ofi inquiryi fori particulari 

purpose,i andi thati ofi Italiani Parliamentaryi committeei hasi specifici investigatoryi andi supervisingi 

functions.i Thisi thusi alsoi obtainsi ini Nigeria.i Thei Nationali Assemblyi (parliament)i throughi itsi 

investigativei andi oversighti poweri cani thusi overcomei thei constraintsi ofi secrecyi thati ofteni attendi 

thei conducti ofi ai country’si foreigni policy.  

RECOMMENDATIONSi   

Havingi carefullyi examinedi thei topici ati hand,i andi havingi carefullyi analyzedi thei data,i iti isi therefore,i 

lefti fori thei researcheri toi puti forwardi somei suggestionsi whichi willi helpi toi enhancei thei legislativei 



 

 

continuum,i indeedi fosteri thei internationali developmentali lifelinei ofi thei nation.i Somei ofi thesei 

recommendationsi are:i i   

(1) i Thei rolei ofi Nigeriani Nationali Assemblyi shouldi bei redefinedi andi toi makei themi livei upi toi 

nationali expectations.i Ini thisi respect,i Nigeriani governmenti musti takei pro-activei actionsi ati 

empoweringi thei overseasi missions.  

(2) i Thei organsi ofi externali relationsi shouldi bei welli staffedi withi competenti hands,i thei trainingi 

programmei fori diplomatsi shouldi bei reviewedi toi givei themi thei necessaryi knowledgei toi practicei 

thei acti andi sciencei ofi diplomacyi becausei theyi arei ati thei forefronti ofi Nigeriani foreigni policyi 

implementation.  

(3) i Thei organsi shouldi alsoi bei welli fundedi byi thei governmenti toi meeti theiri ever-expendingi 

tasksi andi responsibilities.  

(4) i Lawsi shouldi bei enactedi byi thei Nigeriani legislaturei fori properi regulationi ofi diplomatici 

relationsi andi practicesi ini Nigeria.i Thei onlyi majori lawi oni diplomatici relationsi ini Nigeriai isi thei 

Diplomatici andi Privilegesi Act,i Capi D9,i Lawsi ofi thei federationi ofi Nigeria.  

(5) i Thei committeei oni foreigni affairsi ini thei Nationali Assemblyi shouldi alsoi bei welli fundedi byi 

thei governmenti toi meeti theiri expendingi tasksi andi responsibilities.i Thisi willi enablei themi takei 

Quiquei actionsi ini casei ofi anyi emergencyi likei thei casei ofi xenophobici attacki ofi Nigeriansi byi Southi 

Africans.  

Iti isi thei hopei ofi thei researcheri thati oncei thesei stepsi arei carefullyi takeni thei effortsi oni thei rolesi ofi 

nationali assemblyi andi committeesi oni foreigni affairsi ofi thei Nigeriani Nationali Assemblyi willi bei 

takeni toi ai higheri leveli fori thei overalli externali relationsi ofi Nigeria.i   
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