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Abstract

The emergence of the New African Order signifies a transformative moment in Africa’s post-
independence journey, marked by efforts to reclaim political sovereignty, achieve economic
independence, and foster a cultural renaissance rooted in the historical struggles against
colonialism and neocolonialism. This movement reflects a growing continental determination
to redefine sovereignty, assert economic self-reliance, revive indigenous identities, and respond
to shifting geo-political dynamics and the rise of new African nationalists. As African states
increasingly resist external domination — whether from former colonial powers, global financial
institutions, or multinational corporations — a new era of African nationalism is taking shape.
This paper critically examined the contours of this emerging order, focusing on key areas such
as political sovereignty, economic independence, cultural renaissance, and geo-political
realignment. Drawing on contemporary case studies from Burkina Faso, how new leadership
models. South-South cooperation and regional integration are reshaping Africa's place in global
politics by resisting the neocolonial legacy and asserting its sovereignty in a global system that
often marginalises it. The paper also addressed persistent challenges, including debt
dependency, governance issues, and cultural imperialism, by situating the new African order
within broader theoretical frameworks such as Pan-Africanism, post-colonial theory, and
dependency theory. The paper contributes to understanding Africa's efforts to break free from
historical constraints and reimagine its future on its own terms.
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Introduction

Overview of the New African Order: The concept of a New African Order is grounded in a
desire to undo the legacies of colonialism, neoliberalism, and persistent Western interference
in Africa's political, economic, and cultural spheres. This order represents a vision in which
African nations are masters of their own development, asserting control over their natural
resources, improving governance, and fostering social and economic autonomy. Key
movements driving this ideology include the Pan-African movement, contemporary African
nationalism, and ideologies promoted by new leaders such as Ibrahim Traore in Burkina Faso.
Historical Context: The idea of African sovereignty and self-determination has deep historical
roots, stretching back to the early independence movements of the mid-20th century. Leaders
like Kwame Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere, and Patrice Lumumba championed Pan-Africanism to
foster unity, collective action, and economic independence.

However, post-independence Africa struggled with the persistence of neocolonialism, as
Western powers continued to exploit Africa's resources through multinational corporations,
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foreign aid, and military interventions. The New African Order thus emerges as a critique of
these historical conditions.

The quest for the New African Order is at the heart of contemporary African political and
economic discourse. Despite the formal end of colonialism, many African nations continue to
struggle with neocolonial systems that restrict their sovereignty. The New African Order aims
to challenge these systems by asserting political autonomy, economic self-reliance, and cultural
revitalisation. The continued economic dependency on former colonial powers, exacerbated by
exploitative trade terms and conditional foreign aid, underscores the need for a fundamental
restructuring of African governance and development paradigms (Tandon, 2008).

Historically, Africa's subjugations began with European imperialism, which imposed artificial
borders, extracted resources, and disrupted the indigenous governance system. Although the
mid-20" century witnessed a wave of decolonisation, the newly independent states often
inherited fragile political structures and externally oriented economies (Ake, 1982; Nkrumah,
1965). These colonial legacies have perpetuated dependency, with many African states
continuing to serve as exporters of raw materials and consumers of foreign goods.

Today, Africa stands at a crossroads. The global shift towards multipolarity — with China, India,
Russia, and Turkey challenging traditional Western hegemony - presents opportunities for
Africa to diversify its partnerships and assert greater leverage in global negotiations
(Andreasson, 2010). At the same time, the continent faces entrenched challenges: the
militarisation of foreign relations, especially by the U.S. and France in the Sahel; illicit
financial flows; and the persistence of neocolonial aid conditionalities (Adesina, 2020; Ndlovu-
Gatsheni, 2013).

The continent is also experiencing a sociopolitical awakening, driven by a youthful population
and a digitally connected generation. Movements such as End SARS in Nigeria and the
Sudanese revolution of 2019 reveal a growing demand for transparency, justice, and
Afrocentric leadership models (Mazrui, 2005). These developments align with initiatives like
the Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), which aim to reduce reliance on external actors
and foster intra- African economic integration.

This paper critically examines these shifts by analysing the dimensions of political realignment,
economic restructuring, and cultural revival that constitute the New African Order. It argues
that this emerging paradigm is neither uniform nor monolithic, but rather a fluid and evolving
expression of Africa's desire to reclaim agency and chart a new, sovereign future rooted in its
unique historical, political, and cultural context.

Theoretical Framework

Dependency Theory serves as the theoretical framework for understanding the New African
Order. Rooted in the work of scholars such as Samir Amin and Walter Rodney, Dependency
Theory argues that African underdevelopment is the result of a historical process of exploitation
by Western powers. The economic dependency of African states on Western markets,
technology, and capital continues to shape their ability to control their futures.

The Quest for Sovereignty
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Political sovereignty in Africa remains an unresolved issue despite the formal attainment of
independence. Neocolonialism, through external military, economic, and diplomatic pressures,
continues to undermine African sovereignty. The case of Burkina Faso under President Ibrahim
Traore illustrates a new wave of African nationalism that challenges the influence of former
colonial powers. Political Independence and African Leadership: A key aspect of the New
African Order is the reclaiming of political sovereignty from foreign and neocolonial forces.
Leaders like Burkina Faso's President Ibrahim Traore have rejected Western-backed regimes
and openly defied Western influence. Traore's stance against French military presence in
Burkina Faso is a significant moment of the broader sovereign resistance movement in Africa.

A Call to Action. Traore's message is clear: Africa's liberation and progress must be achieved
by Africans, for Africans. His leadership has inspired millions to believe that a new era is
possible-one in which the continent and its people take their rightful place in the world, free
from subjugation and exploitation. His appeal to fellow African nations to unite and reject the
West's neo-imperialist policies is part of a broader push for self-governance and autonomy. The
enigmatic, dynamic, and visionary President of Burkina Faso, Captain Ibrahim Traore, has
emerged as a beloved and irresistible force, the desired Africa. He is compared to the legendary
former leader of Burkina Faso, Thomas Sankara. He effortlessly invokes the ideals of the
African Nationalists who constituted the Casablanca Group: Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana,
Ahmed Ben Bella of Algeria, Ahmed Sékou Touré of Guinea, Modibo Keita of Mali, and
Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt.

Anti-Imperialism and the Rejection of Western Hegemony

A Defiant Stance against Foreign Interference. What truly distinguishes Traore in the eyes of
many Africans is his unapologetic anti-imperialist and sovereignty rhetoric. He has openly
criticised Western, especially French, influence in Burkina Faso and the broader Sahel, calling
for an end to the era where African nations are subservient to former colonial powers or global
superpowers. This message has struck a chord with millions who see continued foreign
intervention as a primary obstacle to Africa's development and self-determination.

Concrete Actions over Rhetoric. Traore's government has backed up its words with decisive
actions: expelling French troops, nationalising key resources, and seeking new partnerships
with non-Western countries. These moves are widely interpreted as a reclaiming of national
sovereignty and an assertion of Africans' right to determine their own destiny.

A Symbol for the Pan-African Movement. Traore's anti-imperialist stance aligns him with
iconic African revolutionaries such as Thomas Sankara, Kwame Nkrumah, and Patrice
Lumumba. His rhetoric and policies evoke the spirit of these historical figures, inspiring a new
generation of Africans and people of African descent to believe in the possibility of genuine
liberation and unity.

Pan-African Solidarity: A Global Phenomenon

Continental Support. Traore's popularity is not confined to Burkina Faso. Across Africa, he is
celebrated as a symbol of hope and resistance. This was evident during the January 2025
inauguration of Ghana's President, where Traore received the loudest applause among 21
African heads of state, a testament to his continental appeal. Surveys in Burkina Faso show
overwhelming support for military rule under Traore, reflecting a broader trend of
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disillusionment with failed civilian governments and a desire for strong, transformative
leadership.

Diaspora Mobilisation. Support for Traore extends far beyond Africa's borders. Across the
Caribbean, in the Americas, and in Europe, people of African descent have rallied in solidarity
with his leadership. In Jamaica, for example, the Rastafarian community organised rallies in
Montego Bay, chanting for African unity and celebrating Traore as a torchbearer for the vision
of Marcus Garvey and Haile Selassie. Similar demonstrations have occurred in New York,
London, and Paris, where African diaspora communities see Traore as a living embodiment of
the struggle against neo-colonialism and for Black liberation.

A Rallying Point for Pan-Africanism. Traore's leadership has become a rallying point for Pan-
Africanists worldwide. His call for African unity, dignity, and self-reliance has reignited
debates about the future of the African Union and the need for a new generation of leaders who
can unite the continent against external manipulation.

Cultural Revival and National Pride

Reclaiming Identity. Under Traore, the revival of Burkinabe and African culture has become a
central pillar of governance. He has emphasised the importance of national languages,
indigenous values, and cultural pride as essential components of development and resistance
to colonial legacies. This cultural renaissance resonates with Africans and the diaspora, who
have long sought to reclaim their history and identity from the distortions of colonialism.

A Unifying Message. Traore's speeches and actions consistently stress unity, solidarity, and
mutual aid-not only within Burkina Faso but across the African continent and its global
diaspora. His message is one of collective liberation, urging all people of African descent to
stand together in the face of adversity and to build a future defined by dignity and self-
determination. According to Cissé (2023), Traore's stance signifies a broader movement in
Africa to sever ties with neocolonial powers and pursue alliances with emerging non-Western
powers such as China and Russia. Traore's decision to pivot toward Russia and the wider
BRICS nations represents a significant shift in Burkina Faso's foreign policy. His rejection of
French influence, as seen in his termination of military agreements and the expulsion of the
French ambassador, highlights an emerging trend in African leadership: a rejection of colonial
and post-colonial tutelage by former imperial powers.

Decolonisation and Post-Colonial Struggles: While many African nations gained political
independence in the 1960s, the decolonisation process has been incomplete, particularly in
economic and cultural terms. For example, the persistence of English as an official language
in former British colonies and French as an official language in former French colonies, the
continued military presence of former colonial powers, and the control of African resources by
multinational corporations are all remnants of colonial influence. The struggle for political
sovereignty is thus an ongoing battle, as exemplified by Burkina Faso, Mali, and Guinea's
recent moves to distance themselves from French influence.

Pan-Africanism Revisited

The resurgence of Pan-Africanism is central to the movement for sovereignty, aligning political
unity with economic and cultural revival. As Achebe (2017) argues, modern Pan-Africanism
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seeks to address both external domination and internal divisions by promoting a vision of self-
reliance and mutual support among African nations. Pan-African unity, once a symbol of
political solidarity, now emphasises economic independence and cultural autonomy in a
globalised world.

Neocolonial Dependence on Multinational Corporations:

The sovereignty of African states is often compromised not only by foreign governments but
also by multinational corporations (MNCs) that control key sectors of the economy, including
oil, mining, and agriculture. MNCs have a long history of exploiting African resources with
little regard for the environment or local communities. In countries like Nigeria, Angola, and
the Democratic Republic of Congo, the extraction of natural resources often exacerbates
inequality, environmental degradation, and political instability.

The ongoing exploitation of oil in the Niger Delta region is a stark example of how foreign oil
companies, such as Shell and ExxonMobil, maintain influence in the Nigerian state. Despite
the country's oil wealth, over 60% of Nigeria's population lives in poverty (Olufemi, 2022).
The Nigerian government's inability to assert complete control over its oil resources is a
significant factor in the persistent economic inequality and weak state sovereignty.

Economic Independence

Economic independence is a crucial aspect of the New African Order, particularly given the
continent’s history of economic exploitation under colonial and neoliberal systems. The
persistence of poverty and underdevelopment in Africa is directly linked to the ongoing control
of resources by multinational corporations and Western powers.

Debt Dependency and Foreign Aid:

One of the significant barriers to African economic independence is the persistent problem of
external debt. African countries are heavily indebted to international financial institutions such
as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. The imposition of debt
repayment schedules, combined with conditionalities such as austerity measures and
privatisation, often forces governments to make concessions that undermine their economic
sovereignty. Moyo (2009) argues that the continent's reliance on foreign aid and loans has
created a cycle of dependency that stifles long-term economic development.

Many African nations have borrowed heavily to finance infrastructure projects, but without
adequate industrialisation or manufacturing capacity, the debt burden becomes unsustainable.
As a result, many countries are forced into economic policies that prioritise debt repayment
over national development objectives, leaving them vulnerable to external pressures. The
challenge for the New African Order is to find alternatives to this debt trap, such as promoting
intra-African trade, investment in local industries, and financial self-sufficiency.

Economic Diversification and Industrialisation:

Africa's dependence on the export of raw materials and commodities has made its economies
highly vulnerable to fluctuations in global prices. For example, oil prices significantly affect
the economies of countries like Nigeria and Angola. In contrast, fluctuations in commodity
prices impact agricultural economies such as those in Ghana and Cdte d'Ivoire. To achieve true
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economic independence, African countries must diversify their economies away from raw
material extraction and toward value-added industries such as manufacturing and technology.

Efforts in industrialisation, however, face many obstacles, including inadequate infrastructure,
limited access to capital, and the dominance of foreign multinationals that control much of the
economy. The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), which came into force in 2021,
offers a potential pathway for economic independence by creating a continental market that
could facilitate trade and investment across African borders, reducing reliance on imports.
However, the success of AfCFTA hinges on African governments' ability to implement the
necessary infrastructure and regulatory reforms.

Challenging Neoliberalis

The implementation of neoliberal economic reforms, such as Structural Adjustment Programs
(SAPs), has led to the privatisation of public assets and the weakening of African economies.
Mkandawire (2001) argues that these reforms perpetuate Africa's dependence on global
financial institutions, which, in turn, limit the continent's ability to develop independent
economic policies. African leaders are increasingly rejecting these neoliberal frameworks in
favour of state-led development strategies that prioritise self-reliance.

Cultural Renaissance

A key component of the New African Order is the cultural renaissance, which seeks to reassert
African identity amid the legacy of colonialism. This cultural revival focuses on reclaiming
indigenous languages, traditions, and knowledge systems, which were historically
marginalised during colonial rule.

Reclaiming African Identity

The colonisation of African minds was as significant as the physical occupation of African
territories. Gikandi (2011) argues that the decolonisation of African identity requires reclaiming
the continent's cultural heritage from the psychological domination imposed by colonialism.
African nations are increasingly recognising the importance of cultural independence in
fostering national pride and solidarity.

Cultural Imperialism and Media Ownership:

The cultural renaissance in Africa faces significant challenges from cultural imperialism, in
which Western media and entertainment industries dominate global cultural flows. The global
spread of Hollywood films, Western music, and consumer culture has contributed to the erosion
of African cultural identities, particularly among youth. Despite the rise of African cinema,
music (e.g., Afrobeat), and fashion on the global stage, the overwhelming dominance of
Western media continues to limit the full expression of African cultures.

Hofstede's Cultural Dimensions Theory (Hofstede, 2001) provides insight into how
globalisation impacts the cultural identity of African societies. According to Hofstede, African
cultures, which often value collectivism and community, are increasingly being influenced by
Western individualistic and materialistic values. The challenge for the New African Order is to
balance cultural innovation with the preservation of indigenous values, creating a global space
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where African culture is both celebrated and protected from the homogenising forces of
globalisation.

Indigenous Knowledge and Education:

The promotion of indigenous knowledge in African education systems is critical for cultural
sovereignty. The colonial education system prioritised European knowledge and values,
relegating African traditional knowledge systems to the margins. Kariuki (2020) emphasises
the importance of integrating indigenous knowledge systems into educational curricula to
foster cultural pride and intellectual independence.

The African Union's Agenda 2063 calls for an "African Renaissance" that includes promoting
indigenous knowledge systems, particularly in agriculture, medicine, and governance.
However, many African countries face challenges in implementing these policies because their
education systems are still modelled mainly on Western frameworks. As such, there is a need
for greater investment in curricula that value African epistemologies and methodologies.

Geo-Political Realignment

The shifting geo-political landscape provides African nations with an opportunity to recalibrate
their international alliances. While traditional relationships with Western powers remain
significant, African countries are increasingly turning to China, Russia, and other emerging
powers for economic and political partnerships.

Shifting Alliances and the Decline of Western Influence

African nations are increasingly seeking alternatives to Western-dominated international
systems. Adebajo (2023) argues that the decline of Western influence in Africa is evident in the
continent's growing engagement with China's Belt and Road Initiative, which offers African
countries critical infrastructure financing without the conditionality associated with Western
financial institutions. Similarly, Russia's growing military and diplomatic ties with countries
like Mali and Burkina Faso illustrate the diversification of Africa's geo-political partnerships.

The Role of China and Russia in Africa:

In recent years, China and Russia have become key players in Africa's geo-political landscape.
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) offers African nations an alternative to Western financial
systems by providing low-interest loans for infrastructure development. However, there are
concerns about the long-term impact of Chinese investments on African sovereignty,
particularly regarding the debt burden and the influence China could exert over political and
economic decision-making in the region.

Russia's growing presence in Africa is also significant, as it seeks to expand its influence in the
wake of Western sanctions and the declining influence of European powers. Russia has forged
strong military and diplomatic ties with countries such as Mali, the Central African Republic,
and Sudan, offering arms and security assistance in exchange for access to natural resources.
As Adebajo (2023) points out, while these partnerships provide African nations with greater
geo-political flexibility, they also raise concerns about the potential for neocolonial
relationships with non-Western powers.
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The African Union and Regional Integration:

The African Union (AU) plays a central role in promoting regional integration and collective
action on political, economic, and security issues. However, the AU faces significant challenges
in enforcing its decisions, particularly amid political instability and conflict. The organisation
has been criticised for its lack of enforcement mechanisms and the limited effectiveness of its
peacekeeping missions.

Regional integration is crucial for the success of the New African Order. Emezi (2022) argues
that intra-African cooperation is essential for overcoming the continent's dependence on global
markets and enabling African countries to work together to address common challenges such
as security threats, trade barriers, and infrastructure gaps. The success of regional organisations
such as the East African Community (EAC) and the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) will be pivotal to realising a unified Africa.

Challenges to the New African Order

Despite the growing movement for sovereignty and independence, significant challenges
remain. Internal governance issues, corruption, and external economic pressures are among the
key obstacles to realising the New African Order.

Internal Divisions and Governance Issues

Internal governance challenges, including corruption and political instability, continue to
hinder Africa's progress toward self-reliance. As Achebe (1983) argues, leadership failures in
Africa have been central to the continent's inability to achieve meaningful economic and
political sovereignty. Internal divisions, often exacerbated by ethnic and regional tensions,
undermine the political stability necessary for the realisation of the New African Order.

External Threats and Globalisation

Globalisation, while offering new opportunities, also poses threats to African sovereignty.
Moyo (2019) notes that the global capitalist system, reinforced by Western powers, often
undermines Africa's development by imposing structural inequalities in trade, finance, and
access to technology. African nations seeking to challenge these structures face significant
resistance in the form of economic sanctions, trade restrictions, and military interventions.

Conclusion

The expanded issues discussed here provide a more comprehensive view of the complex
challenges facing Africa as it strives to create a New African Order. While political sovereignty,
economic independence, and cultural renaissance remain the central goals, African countries
must navigate a range of obstacles, including debt dependency, internal governance issues, and
geo-political rivalry among global powers. Achieving these goals will require strategic
alliances, robust institutions, and a commitment to decolonising African minds, economies, and
cultures. While challenges persist, the growing movement toward political autonomy,
economic self-sufficiency, and cultural pride offers a hopeful outlook for the continent. By
fostering stronger regional cooperation, diversifying international partnerships, reclaiming
indigenous knowledge systems, and aligning with the global realignment, African nations can
overcome historical and contemporary barriers to independence and assert their place on the
world stage as a sovereign and self-reliant continent.

209



Journal of Political Studies, Vol. 4, No. 1, July — September, 2025
https://uniabjpoliticalsciencejournals.com.ng

References
Achebe, C. (1983). The trouble with Nigeria. Heinemann.
Achebe, C. (2017). There Was a Country: A Personal History of Biafra. Penguin Press.

Adebajo, A. (2023). The African Union: Challenges and opportunities. Oxford University
Press.

Hofstede, G. (2001). Culture's consequences: Comparing values, behaviours, institutions, and
organisations across nations (2nd ed.). Sage Publications.

Kariuki, P. (2020). Cultural renaissance in Africa: Beyond postcoloniality. Routledge.
Mkandawire, T. (2001). Neoliberalism and the political economy of Africa. Zed Books.

Moyo, D. (2019). Dead aid: Why aid is not working and how there is a better way for Africa.
Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Olufemi, A. (2022). The Nigerian Oil Economy and the Struggle for Economic Sovereignty.
Cambridge University Press.

Tadesse, M. (2023). Ethiopia and the global south: Strategic realignments in Africa’s
geopolitics. Routledge.

210



